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Tre reader is requeſted to remember that 
the prophecy, diſcuſſed in this diſcourſe, con- 
fiſts of two great parts, and that both are fulfil- 
led in the ſame period. If he ſees one of them 
fulfilled, he: cannot be at a loſs concerning the 
other. Of the interpretation herE given the 
writer has nothing to ſay, but that it has been 
the reſult of ſome ſtudy and refleftion, accom- 
ied with a careful examination of ſeveral 
celebrated expoſitions heretofore publiſhed. He 
believes the following interpretation to be juſt ; 
but he 1s far from expecting, .and as far from 
defiring, that others will of courſe adopt his 
opinions. As he claims no peculiar ſkill in 
commenting, ſo he is wholly unwilling to be 
the inſtrument of error to his countrymen. 
The more they exerciſe their own right and 
uty of iudbins for themſelves, the more, if he 
miſtakes not, will his wiſhes be gratified. 


| New-Haven, July-30" 1798. 
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ruin of the Antichriſtian empire. The circ 


der of this, and in the three ſucceeding chapter | 


concerning this remarkable prophecy, opinions 
| Kate to you that, which appears to me to 


REVELATION XVI. xv. | 


[ 
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watcheth, 'and keepeth his garments, leſt he 
walk naked, and ey ice his = 


; 


'T ms paſſage is ferred as a parentheſis in the AC- 
count of the fixth vial, To feel its whole force 
be neceſſary to recur to that account, and to 
with ſome attention. It is given in theſe words. 

V. 12- © And the ſixth angel poured out his 


the great river Euphrates ; and the water YU] 
dried up, that th way of the king of the eaſt | 


« And 7 ſaw three unclean ſpirits like 
Jar of the mouth of the dragon, and out of th 
of yes and out| of the mouth of the falſe | 
| « For they are the ſpirits of || devils, wor 
lk which go © forth unto the kings of the X 
of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of 
great day of God Almighty 4 | 
15. © Behold I come as a thief: Bleſſed is| he that 
watcheth, and| keepeth his garments, leſt he walk naked, 
and they ſee his ſhame.” 

16. « And he gathered them together into a place cal- 
led in the Hebrew | tongue Armageddon.” 
To, this account is ſubjoined that of the ſev ath vial ; 
at the effuſion of which is accompliſhed a wonderful and 
moſt affeting| convulſion of this guilty world, and the final 
ces of 
this amazing | event are exhibited at large in the remain- 


INSTEAD of cmpyyng the time, allowed by 
occaſion, in ſtating the ſeveral opinions of c 


can examine at your leiſure, I ſhall, as briefly a 
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meaning. This is neceſſary to be done, to prepare you for 
the uſe of it, which is now intended to be made. 

Ix the 12th verle, under a natural alluſion to the man- 
ner in which the ancient Babylon was deſtroyed, a def. 
cription is given -us of the meaſures, uſed by the Moſt 
Hi h to prepare the way for the deſtruction of the ſpiritu- 
al lon. Te river Euphrates furrounded the walls, 
and ran through the middle, of the ancient Babylon, and 
thus + H94%3 means of its wealth, ſtrength and ſafety. 
W hen Cyrus and Cyaxares, + the kings of Perſia and Media, 
or, in the Jewiſh phraſeology, of the eaſt, took this cele- 
brated city, they dried up, od emptied, the waters of the 
Euphrates, out of its proper channel, by turning them in- 
to a lake, or more probably a ſunken of the country, 
above the city. They then entered by the channel which 
paſſed through the city, made themſelves maſters of it, and 
overturned the empire. The emptying, or drying up, of 
the waters of the real Enphrates thus prepared the way of 
the real kings of the caſt for the deſtruction of the city and 
empire of the real Babylon. The drying up of the waters 
of the figurative Euphrates in the 'like manner 
the way of the figurative kings of the eaſt for the . 
tion of the city and empire of the figurative Babylon. 
The terms waters, Euphrates, kings, eaſt, Babylon, are all 
figurative or ſymbolical; and are not to be underſtood as 
denoting real kings, or a real eaſt, any more than a real 
Euphrates, or a real Babylon. The whole meaning of 
the prophet is, I apprehend, that God will, under this vial, 
ſo diminiſh the wealth, ſtrength, and ſafety, of the ſpiri- 
tual or figurative Babylon, as etfectually to prepare the way 
for its Oyers. 

In the remaining ths bn event is predicted, of a total- 
ly different kind ; which is alſo to take place in the fame 
period. Three unclean ſpi ts, like frogs, are exhibited as 
proceeding out of the ed 6 of the Dragon or Devil, of 
the Beaſt or Romiſh Government, and of the Falſe Pro- 
phet, or, as I apprehend, of the r Clergy of that Hi- 
erarchy. Theſe ſpirits are repreſented as working mira- 
cles, as 35 going forth to the kings, of the whole world, 

gather them ; and as actually gathering them t mehr to to 
the battle of that grear day| of God Almighty, d in 
the remainder. of this chapter, and in the three ſucceeding 
ones. Of this vaſt enterpriſe the miſerable end is ſtrongly 


+ The Darius of Daniel. | il 


marked, in the name ofthe plc, in which are ſaid 


puyal. paandir thered— I —— mountain of 


"Tus writer m—_—y this book will himſelf explain to} us what 
he intended by the word fpirits in this paſſage. 
Epiſtle, ch. iv. v. 1- he ſays, © Beloved, bel: 

« ſpirit ; but try the ſpirits whether they be of 
« cauſe many falſe are gone out into the 

I. E. Believe not every teacher, or doctrine, 
to come from God ; but examine all carefully, 
know whether | they come from God, or not ; 
falſe ets, | or teachers paſſing theinſelves 
Church for teachers| of truth, but in reality teach 
doarines, are gone out into the world. 

In the ſame ſenſe, if I am not deceived, 
ſed in the paſfage under conſideration. One gre 
teriſtic and Lally of this period is, therefore, 
clean teachers, or teachers of unclean doctrines, 
through. the wot to unite mankind againſt G 

are ſaid ro be ; bb Ce. fever al ; 
ing uſed here, | as in many other paſſages of this 
an indefinite one ; to come out of the mouths of t 
gents abovementioned ; i. e. to originate | in thoſe 
_—_— where they have principally co-operated againſt 


is the! word u- 


kingdom of God ; to be wnclean ; to reſemb Ee frogs ; 
1. E. tO lotheſome, clamorous, impudent, and ipertinact- 
ous; to be th? /pirits of demons, i. e. - by umpipþus, mali- 


cions, proud, ! deceitful, and cruel;; ork muntacles, or 

wonders ; and! 9 gather great mul Gude: of men |to battls, 

i. & tO embark rom, in an open, profelled merpriſe, 
gainſt God Ahlni 

ks NG thus 24 amarily explained my views of this pro- 
phecy,. I ſhall now. for the purpoſe of preſent gitina 
more diftin& and comprehenſive view, draw together the 
ſeveral parts of it in a paraphrate. 

In the ſoxth great divition of the period of ptovidence, 
denoted by the vials filled with divine judgments empt- 
ied on ther world, the wealth, ftrength and ſafety 
Antichriftian empire will be oreatly leſſened, ang thus ef- 
feftual preparation will be made for its final over throw. 

Is the meantime ſeveral teachers of falſe and immoral! 
doQrines will ariſe in thoſe countries, where the Powers of 


* See alfa v. 2, 3, 6. 
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the the Antichriflian empire have efpilcially diſtinguiſhed them« 
ſelves, by corrupting the truth, and perſecuting the follow- 
rs, of Chriſt ; the charaQter |of which teachers and their 
doqrines will be i impure, lotheſome, impudent, pertinacious, 
proud, deceitful, impious, malicious, and cruel. 

THess teachers will, by their doctrines and labours, 6- 
penly, profeſſedly, and in an unuſual manner, contend a- 

God, and againſt his qi in this world, and will 
ive to unite mankind in this oppoſition. 

Nox will they fail of aſtoniting fucceſs for they will 
aftually unite a large part of the human race, particularly 
in Chriſtendom, in this impious undertaking. 

BuT they will: only unite them to their deſtruction ; a 
deſtruQtion moſt awfully 3 te at the effuſion of the 
{ſeventh vial. 

FRoM this explanation it is manifeſt, that the prediction 
conſiſts of two great and diſtin parts ; the preparation for 
the averthrow of the Antichriſtian empire ; and the embarkati- 


« 6n of men in a profeſſed and unuſual pgitien to Godz and ty * 


his kingdom, accompliſhed by means of falſe doetrines, and im- 
pious teachers. | 

By the ableſt Cllniagtitces the fifth vial is conſidered 
as having been poured out at the time of the Reformation. 

The firſt” Is fapnoled, and with almoſt abſolute certainty, to 

_ begun to operate not long after the year 800. If 
we calculate from that period to the year 1517, the year in 
which the Reformation began in Germany, the four firſt 
vials will be found to have occupied about four times 180 
years. 180 years may therefore be eſtimated as the great- 
eſt, and 170 years as the leaſt, duration of a ſingle vial. 
From the year 1517 to the year 1798 there are 281 years. 
If the fifth vial be ſuppoſed to have continued 180 years, 
its termination was in the year 1697 ; if 170, in 1687. Of 
courſe the ſixth vial may be viewed as having been in ope- 
ration more than 100 years, 

You will now naturally aſk, What events in the Provi- 
dence of God, found in this period, verify the prediction ? 

To this queſtion I anfwer, generally, that the whole com- 
plexion of things appears to me to have, in a manner ſurpri- 
lingly exact, correſponded with the prediction. The fol- 
lowing particulars will evince with what propriety this an- 
ſwer is returned. 

W1THiN this period the Jeſuits, who conſtituted the 


ſtrongeſt branch, and the moſt formidable internal ſapport, 


of the Romiſh tierarchy , have been ſuppreſſed. 


a, f ” lit 


| authority have exceedingly declined: 


| W1TH1N this period various other orders 'of 
tar Romiſh Clergy have in ſome countries been fi 
and in others greatly reduced. Their permanent 

ons wa been  —_— and their wealth and | 


ſuffered. Venice and the part of Switzer- 
land as bodies politic SO nd. "TS Sardinian mo. 
narchy | is on the eve of diſſolution. Spain, Naples, uſca- 


to its fall. By the treaty, now ON the in 
the Romiſh Archbiſh and Carib in that 
are propoſed to be ſecularized, and as diſtin& governments 
to be deſtroyed. As the ſtrength of theſe powers was the 
cate on which the Hierarchy reſted ; ſo their de- 
ſtrudion, or diminution, is a final preparation for its ruin. 
Ix France, Belgium, he Italian, and Ciſ-rhenane repub- 
lics, a new form of government has been inſtituted, the ef- 
fect of which, whether it ſhall prove permanent, or not, 
muſt be oreatly and finally to dimini the dren of the 
Hierarchy. | "8 
IN ay and in Belgium, the whole power ] influ- 
ence of the Clergy of all deſcriptions have, in a ſenſe, been 
deſtroyed ; and their immenſe Td has been div 
new channels. In France, alſo, an open, violent, and inve- 
terate war has been made upon the Hierarchy, n 
ried on with unexampled bitterneſs and cruelty.* 
W1THIN this period, alſo, the revenites of wb __ 
have been greatl *areatld > > the territory of Avi 
been taken out of his hands ; and his enbral weil phat = 


|. Wrra1n the preſent year his perſon has b 
his ſecular government overturned, a republic 
of his dominions, and an apparent and at leaſt t 
end put to his dominion. 

To all theſe mighty preparations for the ruin of 
tichriſtian empire may be added, as of the higheſt e 


%* In the mention of all theſe evils brought on the Romiſh Hie 
it may he ir preenr that I am far from juſtifying thevini 


aut of their perſecutors. I know not that any perſon holds ity 
perſecution, more inf bhoarence. Neither have I a doubt of the in 
Nery 6f multitudes of the unhappy ſufferers. In my view 
:þ* will receive, the commiſeration, and, as occaſion offers, t 
"1 all men poſieited even cf common humanity. 
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that great change of charaQer, of yiews, feelings, and hab- 
its, throughout many Antichriſtian countries, which aſſures 
us etely, that its former ſtrength can never return. 


Trvs has the firſt part of this remarkable a: Sam 
accompliſhed. Not leſs remarkable has been the fulfilment 
of the ſecond. | | 

ABOUT. the year 1728, Voltaire, ſo celebrated for his 
wit and brilliancy, and not leſs diſtinguiſhed for his hatred 
of chriſtianity and his abandonment of principle, formed a 
\yſtematical deſign to deſtroy chriſtianity, and to introduce 
in its ſtead a diffuſion of irreligion and atheiſm. For 
this ſe he aſſociated with himſelf Frederic the 1], king 
of Pruſſia, and Meſſ. D'Alembert and Doro, the goal 

compilers of the Encyclopedie ; all men of talents, athe- 

= in the like 2 2% abandoned. The principal 
parts of this ſyſtem were, 1{t. The compilation of the Ency- 
<clopedie+ ; in which with great art and infſidiouſneſs the 
doctrines of Natural as well as Chriſtian Theology were 
rendered abfurd and ridiculous ; and the mind of the rea- 
der was inſenſibly ſteeled againſt conviction and duty. 2. 
The overthrow of the religions orders in Catholic coun- 
tries ; a ſtep eſſentially neceſſary to, the deſtrution' of the 
religion profeſled in thoſe countrie . The eſtabliſhment 
of a ſe& of 'philoſophiſts to ſerve, It is preſumed, as a con- 
clave, a rallying point, for all their followers. 4. The 
ation to themſelves, and their diſciples, of th pla- 

ces and honours of members of the French Academy, the 
moſt reſpeable literary ſociety in France, and always 
conſidered as containing none but men of prime learning 
and talents. In this way they deſigned to hold out them- 
ſelves, and their friends, as the only perſons of great litera- 
ry and intelleQtual diſtinftion in that country, and to dictate 
literary opinions to the nationf. 5. The fabrication 

of Books of all kinds againſt chriſtianity, eſpecially ſuch as 
excite doubt, and generate contempt and deriſion. Of 


+ The celebrated French DiQtionary of Arts and Sciences, in which atrti- 
cles of Theology __—— and decently written, but, by references art- 
fully made to other a; all the truth of the former was entirely and inſi- 
diouſly overthrown to moſt readers, by the ſophiſtry of the latter. 

So far was this carried, that a Mr. Beauzet, a layman, but a fncere 
c who was one of the forty members, once aſked D*Alembert 
how they came to admit him among them ? D*Alembert anf » with- 
out hefitation, © I am ſenſible, this muſt ſeem aſtoniſhing to you z but we 


wanted a ſkilful grammarian, and among our patty, not one had acquired a 
reputation in this line, We know that you pliers in God, but; being " 


be 


loſopher to 


yooe (Ott. of mas, wa Eſt ar eyes upon you, for want of a 
Hiſtory of 


upply your place.” Brit. Crit, Art, Barruel's Memoirs of 
Jacobiniſm, Avguſt 1797, 
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be ed for little or \ 1 orr and io writt 
catch the feelings, and ſteal upon the approbation, 
claſs of men. 6. The Rirtuation of a ſecret Ac 
which Voltaire was the ſtanding preſident, and i 
books were formed, altered, forged, imputed 3 


with the wihaht of their names. Theſe were bald 
circulated, at the lowelt price, through all claſſes of men, ph Ee 
in an uninterrupted ſucceſſion, and through every - of 3% 
the kingdom. LE | 
'Nok were the labours of this Academy confiraa! to reli. wt 6 il 1 
They attacked alſo morality and government, un- Fo it 
Fd gradually the minds of men, and deſtroyed their re- 1. iq 
verence for eve _—_ heretofore eſteemed ſacred. T1 | 
In the mean c 2 Maſonic Societies, which had been ran | 
originally inſtiruted for. .convivial and friendly 7 ———_; | 


ly, were, boar in France and Engg eve wo pro- 1:5 
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"= FOI —_ 
—_ —_ Mm 4. 4a 41 A a 


—_ es ha debate concerning religh d go- 31; 

by theſe philoſophiſts TP ap t num- EY ; 
bis become Me For ſuch deat the _- _—_ | | 
tence of Maſonry, its profound ſecreſy, its ſolemn apd myſ- Br | 
tic rites and ſym As, its mutual correſpondence, and i 56 i 
tenſion chrough! moſt civilized countries, furniſhed the great- Wh 
eſt advantages. | All here was free, ſafe, and calculated to Tet 


encourage the boldeſt excurſions of reſtleſs opinion | and i im- WEN 
patient ardour, and to make and fix the deepeſt i LONS» RH Il 
Here, and in no other place, under ſuch arbitrary govern- 1 
ments, could every innovator in theſe important ſubjeRts ut- WE: 1: 
ter every ſentiment, however darin ing, and attack every doc- i [ 


trine and inſtitution, however guarded by law or ſanctity. "208 i} 
In the ſecure and unreſtrained debates of the 1 1, every IH.-7 
novel, licentious, ' and alarming opinion was reſolutely ad- [179 
vanced. Minds, already tinged | with philoſophiſm, were WET J 
here ſpeedily blackened with a deep and deadly die ; and WI: * Go, | 
thoſe, which came freſh and innocent to the ſcene of conta- Tal 

mination, became early and irremediably corrupted.” A Tbs 


ſtubborn | 80d cf conviction, and a fly inſenſbiliry to "13 


$& The words P biloſophi/m: and Philoſphifis may in our opinion, be happily we | 
adopted, from this work; to deſignate the doArines of the Deiftical (eQt z and Fd 
thus to reſcue the rable terms of Philoſophy and Philoſopher from the i I 


abuſe, into which they have fallen. Pbils/ephiſm is the love of Sophiſms, and 
thus completely deſcribes the ſet of Voltaire: A Philojephift is a lover of Sc- 
£fts, Brit, Crit, Ibid, 
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every moral and natural tie, of courſe out of this com- 
| of cauſes ; and men ſurely prepared, before 
themſelves were aware, for every plot and perpetration 
In theſe hot beds were ſown the ſeeds of that aſtoniſhing 
Revolution, and all its dreadful appendages, which now 
ſpreads diſmay and horror throughout half e globe. 
Rok theſe ——_—— advancing the boom 
e 
Ns OS the Untrerdiey of Typ. 


EE __ rage, Doctor 
the 's dey of 'Wavitta (in Germany) formed, about the 


year 1777, the order of Illuminati This order is profeſl. 
Ad dF Parr originated by -himfelf, and 
on ancient Maſonic Inſtitutions. The fecreſy, ſo- 

, myſticiſm, and correſpondence of Maſonry, were 
in this new order preſerved and enhanced ; while the ar- 
dour of innovation, the impatience of civil and moral re. 
frathix; arid the ws aghind yore: ent, morals, and reli. 
gion, were elevated, * oy. yp d rendered more ſyite- 
marical, malignant, and daring. 

Ix the ſocieties of Illaminati doftrines were raught, 
which ſtrike at the root of all human happineſs and virtue ; 
and every ſuch doctrine was cither expreſſly or implicitly 
involved in their ſyſtem. 

Tix being of Dates deaiid mutiridieniied. 

GovERNMENT was aſſerted to be a curſe, and auchorir 
a mere uſurpation. 

Crv1L fociety was declared to be the only apoſtaſy of 
man. 

'Tux-poſſeſſion of property was pronounced to be rob- 


CrasTITY and natural affetion were declared to be 
nothing 'more than s prejudices. 

ADULTERY, ination, poiſoning, and other crimes of 
the tte infornsl narure, were mui as lawful, 42/06 
as virtuous ations. 

To crown ſuch a ſyſtem of falſhood and horror all means 
were declared to be lawful, provided the end was ; 

Is this laſt- do&trine men are not only looſed from every 
bond, and from every duty ; but from every inducement to 
perform any'thihg which is good, and, abſtain from any 
thing which is evil; and are ſet'upon each other, like a corn. 
pany of hellhounds to worry, rend; and deſtroy. Of thc 
goodneſs of the end every man is to jud e for himſelf ; an 
moſt men, 'and all men who reſemble the Illuminati, will 
pronounce every end to be good, which will gravity their 
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for theſe great purpoſes. 


them ; the public fairh and morals have been 


Re-4. 


inclinations. The great and good ends propoſed by the IL IL 
luminati, as the ultimate objects of their union, are the over- 
oo of m/w: "UA wr ernment, and human ſociety (civil and 
© er a to he ſo good, that mur- 

mu —_—* and war, however ext and dreadful, 
are declwed by them to be completely juſtihable; if x | 
With fuch an example in 8-254 

it will be in vain to hunt for ends, which can be evi] 
CORRESPONDENT with this furmmary was the whole 


fyſtem. No villainy, no impiery, no cruelty, can} be-nam- 


ed, which. was not vindicated ; and no virtue, which was 

not covered with contempt. 

Tas means by which this ſociety was enlarged, and its 
doctrines ſpread, were of every promiſing kind. With un- 


remitted ardour and diligence the members infir 
ſelves into every place of power and truſt, and into every 
literary, political and friendly ſociety ; engroſſed much as 
poſſible the education of — eſpecially of ; be- 
came licenſers of the preſs, and dire&ors of every literary 
journal ; waylaid | every fooliſh prince, every unprinci 
civil officer, and every bendines ctergyman ; en Þb 

ly into the deſk, and wich unhallowed hands, axjd ſatanic 
lips, polluted ges of God ; enbſted mn their al- 
molt all the book and of courſe the , of Ger- 
many; mundated the: country with books, replete with in- 


fideliry, irelgion, immorabty, and obſcenity ; pp 
the printing, and ; of revented the ſale, of books of the con- 


trary character ; decried and ridiculed them when publiſh- 
ed in. ſpite of their efforts'; panegyrized and 

thoſe of themſelves and their coadjutors ; and mn a word 
made more numerous, more divertitied, and ma ſtrenuous 
eXertions, rap an acave imagination would Precon- 
ceived. 

To theſe exertions their fucceſs has been & (IE 
Multitudes of rhe Germans, notwithſtanding, £ gravity, 
fieadineſs, and ſobriery'of their national:charatter, have be- 


come either partial or entire converts to theſe 
do@rines ; | numerous ſocieties have been eſtabliſh 


and the political and religious affairs of that empit 
tumed an afpett, which forebodes its total rain. In France, 


alſo, Illuminatiſm has been eagerly and extenſively adopt. 
-ed ; and thoſe men, who have had, ſucceſſively, the chief 


difoetion of the public aftairs of that country, ve been 


members of this faciety. COLier. 2; have IS been creted 
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14 
in Switzerland and Italy, and have contributed probably to 
the ſucceſs of the French, and to the overthrow of religi- 
on and government, in thoſe countries- Mentz was dehv- 
ered up to Cuſtine by the Illuminati ; and that General ap- 
pears to have been guillotined, becauſe he declined to en- 
the ſame treachery with reſpe&t to Manheim. 
Nox have En and Scotland eſcaped the contagion, 
Several ſocieties have been erected in both of thoſe coun. 
tries. Nay in the private papers, ſeized in the cuſtody of 
the Ez members in Germany, ſeveral ſuch focieties are 
recorded as having been erected in America, before the 
ear 1786*. 
0 IT is a remarkable fatt, that a large proportion of the 
ſentiments, here ſtated, have been 1 Sat and ap- 
plauded in the French legiſlature. provi- 
dence of God have been repeatedly denied and ridiculed. 
Chriſt has been mocked with the orofleſ inſult. Death, by 
2 folemn leg ve decree has been declared to be an eter- 
nal ſleep. ge has been degraded to'a farce, and the 
community, by the law of divorce, invited to univerſal prof- 
titution- In the ſchool of public inſtruRtion atheiſm is pro- 
feſſedly taught ; | xg at an audience before the legiſlature, 
Nov. 30, 1793, the head ſcholar declared, that he and his 
£4 ellows aGod ; a dedaration received by the 
members with unbounded app plauſe, and rewarded with the 
fraternal kiſs of the preſident, and with the honors of the 
ſirtingt. 
x" I have ſufficiently proved the fulfilment of the 
ſecond part of this remarkable propheſy ; and ſhewn, that 
doctrines and teachers, anſwering to the deſcription, have 


je ug Br SF: = th ld, mankind i 
e wor 'to Engage in 
NN END” ainſt God. I ſhall only add, 


po. the titles of theſe p books have, in vari- 
ous inſtances, been too obſcene to admit of a tranſlation by 
a virtuous man, and in a decent ſtate of ſociety. $0 fully 
are theſe teachers entitled to the epithet unclean. 

ASSUMING now as juſt, for the purpoſes of this diſcourſe, 
the explanation, which has been given, I ſhall proceed to 
canſider the import of the Text. 

Tux Text is an affectionate addreſs of the Redeemer to 
his children, teaching them that conduct, which he wills 


* See Robiſon's Confpiracy and the Abbe Barrue!'s Memoirs of the hiſ- 


of Jecobiniſm. 
wu: See Gifford's Letter to Erſkine. 
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them eſpecially to purſi 


univerſal and entire ; a Tae midnight wi 


great practical remark, drawn by infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs from a moſt ſolemn ſermon, and cannot fail 
merit our hi gheſt attention. Had he not, while 
the oherd on. and dreadful convulſion, deſcribed 
text, made a declaration of this nature, there 
been little ropm for the exerciſe of any em 
thoſe of terror and deſpair - The gloom would 


tin 
the > 


cheer the ſolitary darkneſs. But here a hope, 
is furniſhed to ſuch as obey the injunction, by which it is fol- 
lowed ; a luminary like that, which ſhone to the wiſe men 
of the eaſt, is lighted up to guide our ſteps to the/Author of 
peace and falyation. 

BLESSED, even in this calamitous ſeaſon, cath the Savi- 
our of men, is he that watcheth, and keepeth his f garments, 
left he walk naked, and they ſee his ſhame. 

$1Nis the nakedneſs and ſhame of the ſcrip res, and 
wp req the garment which covers it. To! ws and 

ep the pe: is, of courſe, ſo to obſerve the heart and 
the © life , fo carefully to refiſt temptation and abſtain from 
ſin, and fo faithfully to cultivate holineſs and perform duty, 
that the heart and the life ſhall be adorned with the white 
robes of ev angelical yirtue, the unſpotted rep ſpiritual 
beauty. 

Tas cautionary precept given to us by our Lord is, 


therefore, 


THAT WE SHOULD BE EMINENTLY WATCHFUL To- 


PERFORM OUR [DUTY FAITHFULLY, IN THE TRYING PE- 
RIOD, IN WHICH OUR LOT 15S CAST. 

To thoſe, who obey, a certain bleſling is wh by the 
promiſe of the Redeemer. 

Tus great and general object, aimed at 
mand, and by every other, is private, perſ, 
and reformation of life ; perſonal piety, righ 
te nce. 

oO every man 1s 
the care of himſelf ; of his time, his talents, 
He knows, or may know; better than any 
wants, his ſms, and his dangers, and of courſe t 
relief, Teformation, and eſcape. No one, ſo \ 
can watch the approach of temptation, ſo feeli 
divine aſſiſtance, or ſo- profitably reſolve on 
ence. In truth no reſolutions, no prayers, no 


of _F will profit him at all, unleſs ſecond 
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No other perſon can make any uſeful impreſſions on ott 
hearts, or our lives, unleſs by by rouſing in us the 
exertions- All extraneous labours terminate in this fingle 
point :-1t is the nies nd yr firing, exhortation, and re- 
proof, of every moral and rehgious inſtitution. 

THE manner, in which bn rub is to be Danforn 
ed, and ſuch reformation accompliſhed, is deſcribed to you 
weekly in the deſk, and daily in the ſcriptures. A detail of 
it, therefore, will not be neceſſary, nor expeQed, on the 
preſent occaſion. You already know what 1s to be done, 
a bs 6 0 tone. You need not 
be told, that you are to uſe all efforts of your own, and to 
look bumbly and continually to God to render thoſe efforts 
ſucceſsful ; that you are to reſiſt carefully and faithfully ev- 
ery approaching temptation, and every riling ſm ; that you 
are to reſolve on EG of life, and to ſeize every occali- 

as it preſents itſelf, to honour God, and to bleſs your 
fellow men z that you are ſtrenupuſly to contend againt e- 
vil habits, and watchfully to cheriſh good ones ; and that 
you are conſtantly to aim at uniformity and eminency in a 
holy life, and to © adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things.” 

BuT it may be neceſſary to remind you, that perſonal 0- 
bedience and reformation is the foundation, and the ſum, 
of all national worth and proſperity. If each man conducts 
himſelf aright, the community cannot be conducted wroug- 
If the private life be unblamable, the public ſtate muſt be 
commendable and happy. 

INDiviDVALS are often apt to conſider their own rirſ 
vate conduct as of ſmall importance to the public welfare. 
"Thus opinion is wholly erroneous and highly miſchievous 
No man can adopt it, who believes, and 5 chit, the 
declarations -of God: If © one ſinner deſtroyeth much 
good,” if © the effetual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much,” if ten righteous perſons, found in the pol- 
lated cities of the vale of Si , would have faved them 
from deſtru&tion, the inp conduct of no individual can 
be inſignificant to the ſafery and happineſs of a nation. On 
the contrary, the PI tothe public of private virtue, 
faithful prayer and edifying example, cannot be calculated: 
No one can conje&ture how many will be made better, faf- 
er, and WB, by the virtve of one. 

WHEREVER wealth, politeneſs, - talents, and office, lend 


their aid to the [inherent efficacy of virtue, its influence is | 


y greater. Jo this: caſe the example is ſeen 
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by bers is regarded with Le Abe 
x4 ge and t with force. 
A. far inf 


kiah reformed hor] ſaved a nation. 
of far humbler means 'of 


in ſta- 


Every ery parent, 
g; of courſe. How delightful a 
triotiſm is rm ? 


IT is alſo to be remembered, that this is the! 
which the chief: good, ever placed in the power of |moſt 
ſons, is to be done. If this opportunity of 
and befriending mankind, be loſt, no other 
great body of men ever be found. Few 
concerned in ſetth 
ON, eg 

ut almoſt al! cau train up a family 
juſtice, kindneſs and truth, diſtribute peace and 
round a neighbourhood, receive the poor and 
into their houſes, tend the bed of ſickneſs, po 
the wounds of pain, and awaken a ſmile in the] aſpe& of 
ſorrow. In the ſecret and lowly vale of life, 
moſt lovely attire delights to dwell. There G 

euliar complacency, moſt frequently finds the ini 
CP of a, meek and quiet ſpirit ; and there 

and the evening incente aſcends with peculiar 

to eaven- When angels became the viſitors, 

gueſts, of Abraham, he was a ſimple huſbandmans 

Bes1Dxs, this is the great mean of perſonal { 
happineſs. No good man was ever forgotten, 
ed, of God. | To him duty is always fafery 
tabernacle of every one, that feareth God the| angel of 
proteCtion will encamp, and fave him from the iopending 
evil. 

II. Awone the particular duties required by this pre- 
cept, and at the preſent time, none holds a higher place 
than the obſervation of the Sabbath. 

THe Sabbath and its ordinances have ever been the 
great means of all moral good to mankind: The faithful 
obſervation of the ſabbath is, therefore, one off the chief 


duties and intereſts of men ; but the preſent time furniſhes 


reaſons, peculiar, at leaſt in degree, for exempt ry 
fo this divine inſtitution. The enemies of 
private argument, ridicule, and influence, : 
decrees, pointed their efpecial malignity ag; 
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18 
bath ; and have 


expected, and not without reaſon, that, if 


"they could annihilate it, they ſhould overthrow chriſtianity. 
"From them we cannot but learn its importance. Enemies 


"uſually diſcern, with more ſagacity, the moſt promiſing 
point of attack, than thoſe who are to be attacked. In 


"this point are they to be peculiarly oppoſed. Here, pecu- 


Harly, are their deſigns to] be baffled. If they fail here, 


«they will finally fail.  Chriſtanity cannot fall, but by, the | 


, negled: of the th. 


HAVE been credibly informed, that, ſome years before | 
the Revolution, an eminent philoſopher of this country, now | | 
"deceaſed, declared to David Hume, that Chriſtianity would | * 
' be exterminated from the American colonies within a ceri- | 
ry from that time. © The opinion has doubtleſs been of- 


rury 
ten declared and extenſively imbibed ; and has probably 


furniſhed- our enemies their chief hopes of ſucceſs: Where | © 
religion prevails, their ſyſtem cannot ſucceed. Where re- 


ligion prevails, Illuminatifm cannot make diſciples, a French 
direfory cannot govern, a nation cannot be made ſlaves, 
nor villains, nor atheiſts, nor beaſts. To deſtroy us, there- 
fore, in this dreadful ſenſe, our enemies muſt frit deſtroy 
our Sabbath, and ſeduce ns from the houſe of God. 
REL1G1toN and Liberty are the two great obje&ts of de- 
fenſive war. Conjoined, they unite all the feelings, and 
call forth all the energies, of man. In defenſe of them, 
nations contend with the ſpirit of the Maccabees © one will 
chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thouſand to flight.” 
The Durch, in = of them, few and feeble as they 
were in their infancy, ed a gigantic courage, and grew 
like the fabled ſons of Alous to A. RSA, + and 7 Aug 
ric h, broke the arms of the Spaniſh empire, ſwept 
its fleets from the ocean, p down its pride, plundered 
its treaſures, wated its dependencies, and forced its 
to a peace on their own terms. Religi- 
| are the meat and the drink of the body po- 
litic.- Withdraw one of them, and it languiſhes, conſumes, 


'and dies. | If indifference to either at any time becomes the 


prevailing charatter of a Joo one half of their motives 
to vigorous defenſe is loſt, and the hopes of their enemies 
are ionally increaſed. Here, eminently, they are 
inſeparable. Without religion we may poflibly retain the 
freedom of ſavages, bears,” and wolves; but not the free- 
dom of New-England. If our religion were gone, our 


left, which would be worth defending Our children of 


ſtate of ſociety would periſh with it ; and nothing would be 
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courſe; if not ourſelves, would be prepared, as the ox for. 


the laughter, to berome the victims of conqueſt, tyranny, . 


and atheiſm. | 
Tung Sabbath, 1th its ordinances, conſtitutes bond . 
of union to chrittians ; the badge by which they know each - 


other ; their rallying point ; the "Randard of thdr hoſt. 
Belide public worſhip they have no means of effi 
ſcrimination. To preſcrve this is to us a prime in 
duty. In no way can we ſo preſerve, or ſo ann 
others, our character as chriſtans ; or ſo effectually 


oſpel of C Now, more than ever, are we ito ſtand 
Path to the eve of our enemies, and of the world, 

determined chri 3. as the followers of Chriſt 
friends of God; Every man, therefare, who Iþves his 
country, or his religion, ought to feel, that he 
injures, both, as he barks or neglects, the 
By the devour obſervation of this holy day he wi 
himſelf, increaſe his piety, heighten his love to his country, 


and nin his 'dete tion to defend all that merits his. 


Tor He will become a better man, and a bett 


HE houſe of God |is alſo the houſe of ſocial prayer. 


Here nations meet with God to aſk, and to receive, nati- 
onal bleſſings. 'On the Sabbath, and in the ſan 
children of the Redeemer. will, to the end of the orld, af- 
ſemble for this glorious end. Here he is ever pr ſent to. 
give more than/ they can aſk. If we faithfully unite, here, 
in ſeeking his proteCtion, « no weapon formed ag inſt us 
will proſper.” | 
3+ ANOTHER duty, to which we are alſo emine atly call- 
ed, is an entire! ſeparation from our enemies. Arhong the 
Wes duties of man none hold a higher rank than political 
ones, and amqng| our own political duties none on more 
plain; or more abſolute, than that which I have nw menti- 
oned. 
Ix the e hreench chapter of this prophecy, in which the 
dreadful es of the ſeventh vial are particularly defcrib- 
ed, this duty is expreflly enjoined on chriſtians by a voice 
from Heaven. | © And IT heard another voice from heaven, 
ſaying, Come gut of her, my people, that ye be|not par- 
takers of her fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 


Under the evils and dangers of the {ixth vial, the command. 


in_ the Text was given ; under thoſe of the ſeventh, the 
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command which we are now conſidering. The} world. is 
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already far advanced in th pre of the ſixth. In the. 
” e Redeemer will haſten the 


Text we'are informed, that 
progreſs of his v ce on the enemies of his church, du- 
ring the effuſion of the two laſt vials. If, therefore, the 


judgments of the ſeventh are not already begun, a fa&t of | 
which I am doubtful, they certainly+cannot be diſtant. The 6 


preſent time is, of courſe, the very period for which this 
command was given | 
THE two 
to it by the 


a reaſon of i | ible magnitude 


Tus ſins of theſe enemies of Chriſt, and Chriſtians, are 
of numbers and degrees, which mock account and deſcripti- | 
on. All that the malice and atheiſm of the Dragon, the | 
cruelty and rapacity of the Beaſt, and the fraud and deceit 
of the falſe Propher, can generate, or accompliſh, ſwell the | 
lift. No perſonal, or national, .intereſt of man has been | 
uninvaded ; no impious ſentiment, or aftion, agat phe 

5 ang | 
his religion, has been unattempted, ice, truth, kind- 
neſs, "4 and moral obligation  . have been, || |} 
not merely trodden under foot.; this might have reſulted | * 
from vehemence and paſſion ; but ridiculed, ſpurned, and  * 
inſulted, as the childiſh bugbears of drivelling idiocy. Chaſ- 
tity and decency have been alike turned out of doors ; and | 
ſhame and pollution called out of their dens to the hall of | 
diſtinction, and the chair of ſtate. Nor has any art, vio- | 
lence, or means, been unemployed to accompliſh theſe evils. | 
For what end ſhall we be conneRed with men, of whom | 
this is the | charafter and condu&'? .Is it that we may alf- | 
ſume' the ſame charaQter, and purſue the ſame condu®t ? Is 
it, that our churches may become temples of reaſon, our | 


has been ſpared ; no malignant hoſtility agai 


Sabbath a' decade, and our pſalms of praiſe Marſeillois 
hymns? Is it, that we may change our holy worſhip into a 
dance of Jacobin phrenzy, and that we may behold a ſtrum- 
pet. perionating a Goddeſs on the altars of JEHovan ? Is it 
that we may ſee the Bible caſt into a bonfire, the veſlels of 


the ſacramental ſupper borne by an aſs in public proceſſion, 
and our children, either whegdled or terrified, uniting in| | 
the mob, chanting mockerjes againſt God, and hailing in the |: 
ſounds of Ca ira the ruin| of their religion, and the loſs of | 
their ſouls ? Is it, "that we. may fee our wives and daugh- | 


ters the victims of legal proſtitution ; ſoberly diſhonoured ; 


you reaſons for the command are ſubjoined ; 
aviour—* that ye be not partakers of her | Þ 
ſins ; and that ye receive not of her plagues ;?” and each s Y 


Ipeciouſly polluted ; the outcaſts of delicacy and virtue, and| | | | 
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the lothing of God and man ? Is it, that we may | Gd in our |; 


publig papers, a ſolemn compariſon drawn by an American =: - 
club between the Lord Jeſus Chriſt | and a mew 7; 
Marat ; and the fiend of malice and fraud exalted above 2 
the glorious Redeemer ? - oi | 

SHALL we, my brethren, become paxtakers of theſe ſins ? --. 


SS. eo to og, C OR 


Shall we introduce them into our government, / our ſchools, 1.330 
our families? Shall ovr ſons become the diſciples of Vol- in 
taire, and the dragoons of Marat *; vr our dabghters the /:- 
concubines of the Illuminati ? * M6 
SOME of my audience may perhaps ſay, © We do not be- 5 
lieve ſuch crimes to have exiſted.” The 22 


lem did not believe, that they were in 
Chaldeans ſurrounded their walls. The people 

were ſecure, when the children of Dan lay im ambuſh a- : tal 
round their city. 'There are in every place, POT | 
age, perſons © who are ſettled upon their lees,” who take | | 
pride in diſhelief, and & who ſay in their heart, the Lord ' 
will not do |good, neither will ke do evil,” oh F 
diſbelieve through ignorance ; ſome chooſe not to be inform. - - 
ed ; Bod fonts Roe os Joo convinced. 'The two laſt ls 
claſſes cannot be perſuaded. The firſt may, perhaps, be'ar = 
leaſt alarmed, when they are told, that the evidence of all - 
this, and much more, is complete, that it has 'been produ- 3g 
ced to the public, and may with a bttle pap mESg be |: 
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known by themſelves. = | | 

THERE are others, who, atninies the fat, deny the nal 
danger. * If others,” ſay they, © are ever ſo abandoned, tal 
we need not adopt either their principles, or their pradti- | *! | 
ces.” Common ſenſe has however declared, two thouſand \ 


years ago, and God has ſanctioned the dechration; that bi 
* Evil communications corrupt good manners.” Of this . 


tn es C&S 


r- \S 
truth all human experience is one continued and melan- £ .4 | 
choly proof. I need only add, that theſe perſons are pre- HH | 
pared to become the firſt victims of the corruption by this | 
very ſelfconfidence and ſecurity. i | 
SHOULD we, however, in a forbidden conneftion with ;':; 
theſe enemies of God, eſcape, againſt all hope, from moral iy | 
ruin, we ſhall till receive our ſhare of their plagnes. This is 4 | 
the certain dictate of the prophetical injunCtion ; : and our >; 
* See » four years Refdence in France, lately publiſhed th Me. Cornelive LIE 
Davis of New-York, This is a moſt valuable and intereſting work, and ex» ” : | 
hivits the French Revnlation in a far more perfeQ light than any book : Tr || 8 
] have fern,” -- 1: wan to be read by every Americans . . | * S348 1] 
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not =_ fince hailed the obey of centuries oo 'to come- 


hots trodden, but to , to'pollate, and to "deſtroy 2 


ALL conneRion with them has been peſtilential. Among 


ourſelves it has generated nothing but infidelity, irreligion, 
faRion, rebellion, the ruin of peace, and the loſs of proper- 
ty. In Spain, in the $ an monarchy, m Genoa, it has 
ſunk the national character, | blaſted national independence, 
rooted out confidence, and f deſtruction. 


BuT France irſelf has been the chief ſeat of the evils, ' 


t by theſe men. unhappy and ever to be pi- 
tied inhabitants of that country, a great part of whom are 
doubtleſs of a character fi to that of the peaceable ci- 


tizens of other countries, and have probably no voluntary - | 


concern in g theſe evils, have themſelves ſuffer- 
ed far more from the hands philoſophits, and their fol. 
lowers, than the inhabitants of any other country. Gener- 
al Danican, a French , afſerts in his memoirs, lately 
publiſhed, that three ; of F renchmen have periſhed 


- the TC NNNEOY Of this amazing deſtruction the cauſes 
w it was produced, the principles on which it was 
founded, and' the modes in which it was conduRed, are an: 
aggravation, that admits no d. The butchery of the 
ſtall, and the'{laughter of the/ſtye, are ſcenes of deeper re. 
morſe, and ſoftened with more ſenſibility. The fiege of 
Lyons, and the judicial maſſacres at Nantes, ſtand, ſince the 
jon, - alone in the volume of human -crimes.| The 
miſery of man never before reached the extreme of agony, 
nor the infamy of man its conſummation. Collot D. Her: 
bois and his ſatellites, Carrier and his aſſociates, would clan 
eminence in a world of fends, and will be marked with dit- 
tinftion in the future hiſhngs of the univerſe. No guilt ſo 
deeply died in blood, fince the phrenzied malice of Calvary, 


ave they ſpread, but crimes and miſeries ; Where | 


—=—__—_ = 4 0. T_T A'S 2 AM Er; 


al immortality in a 


GH) wb 7 - % A , 4; - x was 5 | wr: bk . 4 | I 
. \ - 
OTST CALI Iae OTIS SSSI $5 Os Cn 
* - , 


will eas ſo amaze the aſſembly-of the, 
Nantes and Lyons may, without a ole, 
remembrance revived beyond the 

IN hich of theſe plagues, my-brethren, are you 
to ſhare? Which of them will you LG as a legacy t 
your children ? 

WouLD youeſcape, you muſt 
you wholly eſcape, you mult be wholly 
not innelnd, that you muſt not buy and ſell; or exhibit 
common offices of juſtice and good will ; og you are 
by the voice of reaſon, of duty, of ſafe of God, to: 
ſhun all ſuch conne&ion with them, as 
ſentiments or your friendſhip, your religi 
with theirs. You cannot otherwiſe 
their It, and receiving of their 

| ANOTHER duty, to which we are no leſs forcibly: | \ 
called, 5 union among ourſelves. [ 
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Tas ſame divine Perſon, who ſpoke in the Text, harle 
alſo ſaid, © A houle, a kingdom, divided againſt itſelf = 
ſtand,” | A divided family will deſtroy itſelf. A divided”: | 
nation will anticipate ruin, prepared. by its enemies. Swite; 1 1 
zerland, Geneva, Genoa, Venice, the Sardinian territories, *- | 
Bel um, and Batavia, are melancholy examples of the: 
in of|this declaration of our Saviour ; beacons, bi 
warn, with a gloomy and dreadful light, the nations who 
{urvive their ruin. (oh; 
THe great bond of union to every people i is its govern-.* & 
ment, This deſtroyed, or diſtruſted, there is no center left: | 
of intelligence, counſel, or action ; no ſyſtem of purpoſes, or. 6 1) 
meaſures ; no polnt of rallying, or confidence. When a: FI <5 
nation is ready to ſay, *© What part have we in David, mrF JIN, 
what inheritance in the ſon of Jeſſe ?” it will naturally ſub- WH 
join, ** Every man to his tent, O Ifrael !” | 3s 
THe candour and uprightneſs, with which our own go. £3 | 
vernment has a&ted in the progreſs of the preſent comer | 
verſy, have forced encomiums even from its molt bitter ops”. 
poſers, and excited the warmeſt approbation and applauſe of. 
all its friends. Few obje&ts could be more important, aus: 5 
ſpicious, or gratifying to chriſtians, than to ſee the conduc; ”: nm. | 


of their rulers ſuch, as they can, with boldneſs of acceſs, -; 9 


7: 
pure, 28 
of 
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bring before their God, and fearlefſly commend to his + a 
favour and protection. A 7 
Ix, men, poſſeſſed of {umilar candour, Fe" ONE: to our 7 : 


mine na in the preſent criſis, may be regarded as a; 
ng of courle. ng need not be informed, that the ex- 


_ 


iſting rulers muſt be the diretors vf our public affairs, afid' 
the only directors ; that their views and meafures will not 
and cannot always accord with the judgment of indi | | 
as the opinions of individuals accord no better with each o- 


ther ; that the officers of government are poſſeſſed of better 


information than private perſons can be ; that, if they had 
the fame information, they woald probably coincide with 
the opinions of their rulers ; that confidence muſt be placed 
in men, imperfect as they are, in all human affairs, or no 
important buſineſs can be done ; and that men of known 
and tried probity are fully deſerving of that confidence. 
AT the preſent time this adherence ought to be unequi- | 
vocally manifeſted. In a land of univerſal ſuffrage, where 
every individual is poſſeſſed of much perſonal conſequence as 
in ours, the government ought, eſpecially in great meaſures, 
to be as ſecure, as may be, of the harmonious and cheerful 
CO- tion of the cittzens. All ſucceſs, here, depends on 
the concurrence of the community ; and ro occaſion 
ever called for it more. * 1kyvg 
 BvT there are, even in this State, perſons, who are op- 
poſed to the government. To them I obſerve, That th 


every nation, which has confided in it. 

THaT every ſuch nation has been ruined by its internal 
diviſions, eſpecially by the ſeparation of the people from 
their government. 

_ "THaT they have attempted to accompliſh our ruin by the 
ſame means, and will certainly accompliſh it, if they can ; 

TraT the miſeries ſuffered by the ſubjugated | nations 
have been numberleſs and extreme, involving the loſs of 
national honour, the immenſe plunder of public and private 
property, the conflagration of churches and dwellings, the 
total ruin of families, the butchery of great multitudes of 
fathers and fons, and the moſt deplorable diſhonour of 
wives and daughters ; Bits 

THAT the ſame miſeries will be repeated here, if in 
their power. 

THarT there is, under God, no mean of eſcaping this ru- 
in, but union among ourſelves, and unſhaken adherence to 
the exiſting government ; 

THarT themſelves have an infinitely higher intereſt in 
preſerving the independence of their country, than in any 
thing, which can exiſt; ſhould it be conquered ; 

TraT they muſt ſtand, or fall, with their country ; ſince 
the French, hke all other conquerors, though they may for 


S | 


C. . 


ing partiality, will ſoon loſe that partiality in a 
tempt and hatred for them, as Americans. ſhould 
they, contrary to all experience, eſcape theſe evils, their 


Cc 


_—"; $ ; and 
HAT to oppoſe, or negle&, the defence of their coun. 
Ys is to {tab the breaſt, from which they have drawn their 


' | T Know not that even theſe conſiderations will > 
if they do not, nothing can be ſuggeſted by me, which will 
have efficacy. I pwr, Moy hag. therefore, to their con- 

ſciences, and their God. 

In the mean time, fince the fats, of which this 
controverſy has conſiſted, have not, during the precedin 

periots, been thoroughly known, or believed, by all ; Fn, ard 

all queſtions of expediency will be raved differently 

by different eyes ; I cannot but Arafyio tn 

cliation. To men abouring under mere miſtakes, and 

ps void| of mali names are in molt caſes 

, and unkindneſs is unwifely exhibited. 

oc 3ar heretofore attached to France with great ar- 

dour, have, from full convition of the neceſſity of Ba 

their ſentiments and their condut, come forth in the gs 
deciſive language, and determined conduc, . of defenders 
of their country. More are daily exhibiting the ſame ſpi- 
rit and meaſures. Almoſt all native Americans will, I doubt 
not, ſpeedily appear in the ſame ranks ; and none ſhould, 

m my opinion, be diſcouraged by uſeleſs obl 
5- ANOTHER duty, injoined in the text, highly in- 

cumbent on us at this time, 1s unſhaken firmneſs in our op- 

tion. 

pol STEADY and invincible firmneſs is the chief promo 

of atchievements. Ir is the prime mean of 
"7 learning, wiſdom, power and virtue ; and wi -— 

noble or uſeful is uſually accompliſhed. With- 

tion from our enemies, and our union a- 
ourſelves, will avail to no end. The canſe is too 

ex, the objeft too important, to be determined by 2 

effort. Ir is infinitely too important to be en. UP, 

let the conſequence be what it may. No evils, w 

flow from reſiſtance, can be fo great as thoſe, which ouſt 

flow from ſubmiſſion. Grear ſacrifices of property, of peace, 

and of life, we may be called to make, but they «ll fall 
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will ſuffer them as extenſively as thoſe of their 
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ſhort: of complete ruin,” If they ſhould not, it will be more = 


looks down on all our | 
light for that, for which we can pray. We fight for the. 
lives, the honor, the ſafery, of our wives and children, for 
the religion of our fathers, and for the liberty, ** with which 
Chriſt hath made us free.” * We jeopard our hves,” that: 
our children may inherit theſe glorious bleſſings, be reſcu- 
ed from the grinding inſfolence of foreign iſm, and 
ſaved from the corruption and perdition of f atheiſm. 
I am a father. I feel the uſual parental tenderneſs for my 
children. I have long foothed the approach of declining; 
years with the fond hope of ſeeing my ſons ſerving God 
and their generation around me. Bur from cool convicti- 
on I declare in this ſolemn place, I would far rather follow 
them one by one to an untimely grave, than to behold 
them, however proſperous, the victims of  philoſophiſm. 
What could I then believe, but that they were ** nigh untg 
curſing, and that their end was to be burned.” 

FroM. two ſources only are we in danger of irreſojuti. 
on ; Avarice, and a reliance on thoſe fair profeſſions, which 
our enemies have begun to make, and which they will 
doubtleſs continue to make, in degrees, and with in{idiouſ- 
neſs, {till greater. | 

On the firſt of theſe ſources I obſerve, that, if we grudge 
a part of our property in the. defence of our country, we 
lole the whole ; and not only the. whole of our property, 
but all our comforts, and all our hopes. Every enjoyment 
of life, 9h. folace of ſorrow, will be offered up in one 
valt hecatomb at the ſhrine of pride, plunder, impurity, and 
atheiſm. Thoſe © who fear not God, regard not man.” 
All intereſts, beſide their own, are in the: view of ſuch 
men the ſport of wantonneſs, of inſolence, and of a hears | 
of millſtone. They and their engines will ſoon tell you, | 
if you do not put it out of. their power, as one of the 
{ame engines told the- miſerable inhabitants of Neuw- 
6d (in Germany) unhappily placing confidence in their pre- 


IF 
feſſions. Hear the ſtory; in the words of Profeflor Robi. 


fon, © If ever there was a ſpot upon earth, where men 

be happy in a ſtate of cultivated ſociety, it was the little 
principality |of Neuwied. I faw it in 1770- | - The town 
was neat, and the palace handſome and in good ſtate. But 
the country was beyond conception delightful ; not a cot- 
tage that was out of repair ;' not a hedge out of order. It 
had been the hobby of the Prince Pan, me the word) 
who made it his daily employment to go through his prin- 
cipality, and aſſiſt every houſholder, of whatever condition, 
with his advice and with his purſe ; and when a freehold- 
er could not of himſelf put things into a thriving cgndition, 
the Prince ſent his workmen and did it for him. He en- 
dowed ſchools for the common FR. and two academies 
for the gentry, and the people of buſineſs. He pavellittle 
portions to the daughters, and prizes to the well-behaving 
{ons of the labouring people. His own houſhold was a pat- 
tern of elegance vn. economy ; his ſons were ſent to Pa- 
ris, to learn elegance, and to England, to learn ſcience and' 
agriculture. In ſhort the whole was like a romance, and 
was indeed romantic. TI heard it ſpoken of with a fmile at 
the table of the Biſhop of Treves, and was induced to ſee 
it the next day as a curioſity. Yet even here the fanati- 
ciſm of XKnigge (one of the founders of the Illuminati) would 
diſtribute his poiſon, and tell the blinded people 'that they 
were in a ſtate of fin and mifery, that their Prince was a 
deſpot, and that they 
made to fly, and till they were made all equal.” : 

« THzyY pot their wiſh. The ſwarm of French locuſts 
fat down at \Neuwied's beautiful fields, mm 1793, and in- 
trenched themſelves ; and in three months Prince's and Far- 
mers? houſes, and cottages, and ſchools, and academies, all 
vaniſhed. When they complained of their miſeries to the 
French General, Rent le Grand, he replied, with a con- 
temptuous and cutting laugh, ** All is ours. We have left 
you your eyes to cry.” 

W1LL you truſt ſuch profeſhons? Have not | your ene- 
mies made them to every country, which they have ſubju- 
gated ? Have they fulfilled them to one ? Will they prove 
more fincere to you? Have they not deceived you m every 
expettation hitherto ? On what grounds can you rely on 
them hereafter ? ; 

W1LL you grudge your property for the defence- of it- 
felf, of your families, of yourſelves. Will you preſerve it 
rv pay the price of 8 Dutch loan ? to have it oh 


would never be happy ?till he was 
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g you in ſubjeftion? Shall it become the pur-, 

a etc, holden to commemorate the maſla- 
the 10th of Auguſt, the butcheries of the pd] 
or . 


, 


ther your wives, ſiſters, and daugh« 
al ſeraglios ? Shall it become the price 
expenſe of cleanſing your. 
2 Wk 


_ W1LL you rely on men whoſe principles juſtify falfhoed, 
injuſtice, and cruelty # Will you truſt philolophiſts? men 
who ſet truth at nought, who make juſtice a butt of mock- 
ery, who deny the being and providence of God, and 


laugh at the intereſts and ſufferings of men? Think not. 
that ſuch men can change. They can ſcarcely be worſe. 
There is not a hope that they will become better. | F 
BuT perhaps you may be alarmed by the power, and 
the ſucceſſes, of your enemies. ' I am warranted fo declare, 
that the ableſt judge of this fubje&t in America has ſaid, 
that, if we are united, firm, and faithful to ourſelves, nei- 
ther France, nor all Europe, can ſubdue theſe States. A- 
gainſt other nations they contended with great and deciſive 
advantages. Thoſe nations were near to them, were divi- 
ded, feeble, corrupted, ſeduced by philoſophiſts, ſlaves of | 
defpotiſm, and ſeparated from their government. None 
of theſe charaQters can be applied to us, unleſs we volunta- | 
rily retain thoſe, which depend on ourſelves. Three thou- 
{and miles of ocean ſpread between us and our epemies, 10 
enfeeble and diſappoint their efforts. They will not here 
contend with {ſilken Itahans, with divided Swifſers, nor. 
with ſelf-farrendered Belgians and Batavians. They will 
find a hardy race of ſreemern,, uncorrupted by luzury, un- | 
broken by deſpotiſm ; enlightened to underſtind their pri-, | 
vileges, glowing with independence, and determined to be 
iree, or to die : men who love, and who will defend, their 
tamiles, their country, and their religion : men freſh from 
tramph, and ftrong in a recent and vierious Reyolution, 


Doubled, ſince that Revolution began, i 
and quadrupled in their reſources and | ; 
country formed to diſappoint invaſion, and 
defence, ws wok Hats B02 off they oa 
war, and rained in the path of ſucceſs, they 
ed, firm, and \erery thing 1 Koper td. de the 
common evils of war, 

TH1XK not that I truſt in' chariots and in horſes. My 
own reliance is, 2] hope, I ardently hope yours is, alſo, on 
the Lord our God. teſ ae hs molt merciful beings, 
and, as ſuch, moſt ſupporting conſolations to us. | 


very means, which he ute provided for our thiew, and | 


our hope. Stupidity, floth, and graced can alone be 
blind to them as tokens for We are not, my bre- 
thren, to look for miracles, nor to expett God - Aaap-77 
pliſh them. We areto truſt in him for the bleſſings 
regular and merciful providence. Such a withert was ,o %g 
ver us for good. '1 have recited abundant proofs, and 
could eaſily recite many more. All theſe are means, with 
which we are to plant, and to water, and in anſwer to our 
prayers God will certainly: give the increaſe. | 


the '7ext. Our contention is a plain duty to God 

ſame glorious Perſon, who has commanded it, has promiſed 
to crown-our obedience with his blefhng ; and ls thus 1]- 
lumined this gloomy prediction, and ſhed the dawn of hope 
and comfort over this melancholy period. 

To you the promiſe is eminently ſupporting. He has 
won your faith by the great things he has already done for 
your fathers, and for you. The fame Almighty Hand, 
which deſtroyed the fleet of Chebutto by the ſtorm, and 
whelmed it in the deep ; which conducted into the arms 
of Manly, and of Mugford, thoſe means of war, which for 
the zime ſaved your country ; which raiſed up your W aſh- 
ington to guide your armies. and your councils ; which . v- 
nited you with your brethren againſt every expectation and 
hope ; which Aloppoinges the devices of enemies without, 
and traitors within z which bade the winds and the waves 


fight for you at Y orkrown ; which has, in Jater periods, re-: 


peatedly diſcloſed the machinations of your enemies, and 
which has now rouſed a noble ſpirit of reſiſtance to in- 


. trigue and'to terror ; will accompliſh for you a final deli- 
 verance from the hand of thoſe, © who ſeek your hurt.” 


He has been your fathers? God, and he will be yours: . 
Look throigh the hiſtory of Your Country. | You will 
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BuT I am peculiarly confident in the promiſed po | 
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af 
find find ſcarcely leſs glorious and wonderful proofs of divine 
proteQtion and deliverance, uniformly adminiſtered *through 
every period of our exiſtence as a people, than ſhone DD 
people of Iſrael in Egypt, in the wilderneſs, and in Canaan. 
Can it be believed, can it be, that Chriſti has been ſo 
planted here, the Church of God fo , fo ha 
a Government conſtituted, and fo defirable a ſtate of Soc jd 
ety begun, merely to ſhew them to the Sw and then 
them ? No inſtance can be found in yoo" 
of God, in which a nation fo wonderfully 
preſerved, has been overthrown, until it had no moifoay 
ther in corruption. We may be caſt down =, ny 
only will prove to me, that we ſhall be 
BuT the conſideration, which ought of irſelf to decids 
your opinions and your conduR, and which adds immenſe 
weight to all the others, is thatthe alternative, as exhibit- 
ed in the prediCtion, and in providence, is beyond meaſure 
dreadful, and is at hand. © Behold,” faith the Saviour, 
« T come as a thief” —ſuddenly, unexpectedly, alarmingly— 
as that waſting enemy, the lar, breaks up the houſe in 
the hour of darkneſs, when all the inhabitants are loſt in 
fleep and ſecurity. How ſtrongly do the great events-af 
the preſent day ſhew this awful advent of the King of Kings 
to be at the doors ? {| 
TURN your eyes, for a moment, to the face of providence, 
and mark its new and ſurpriſing appearance. The Jews, for 
the firſt time ſince the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by AGIEN, 
have, intheſe States, been admitted tothe rights ofcitizenhip 
and have ſince been admitted to the ſame rights in Pruſſia. 
They have alſo, as we are informed, appointed a ſolemn' 
delegation to examine the evidences of Chriſtianity. In the 
Auſtrian dominions, it is aſſerted, they have agreed to ob- 
ſerve the Chriſtian Sabbath ; ad m England, have in con- 
fiderable numbers embraced the Chriſtian religion. New 
and unprecedented efforts have been made, and are faſt 
iacreaſing, in England, Scotland, Germany, and the Unit- 
ed States, for the converſion of the Heathen. Meaſures 
have, m Europe, and in America, been adopted, and are 
till enlarging, for putting an end to the » 2a ſlavery, 
which will within a moderate period bring it to an end. 
Mohammediſm is nearly extin& in Perſia, one of the chief 
ſupports of that impoſture. In Turkey, its other preat 
ſupport, the throne totters to its fall. The great Calami- 
ries of the preſent period have fallen, alſo, almoſt excluſive- 
Il; upon the Antichriſtian empire ; and almoſt eyery part 


”- % _ - _-- CY 
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of that empire hasdrunk deeply of the cup. France; Bel. 
gum, Spain, Ireland, "a5 ry monarchy, the the _ 
| Venice, Genoa, popiſh Switzerland 

Eccleſiaſtical State, popiſh Germany, Poland, the Frodch 


Weſt-Indies, have all been viſited with judgments won- | 


derful and terrible ; and in exact accordance with prophe- 
cy have furthered their owh ruin- - The Kings,} or ſtates, 
of this empire are now plainly © hating the heres eating 
her fleſh, and burning her with fire.” Batavia,| Proteſtant 
Switzerland, ſome parts of proteſtant Germany, and Gene- 
va, have moſt unwiſely, not to ſay. wickedly, refuſed © to 
come out” and have therefore ** partaken of the ſins, and 
received of the plagues,” of their enemies. To the ſame 
unhappy cauſe our own {martings may all be traced ; but 
bleſled be God, | there is reaſon to hope, that © WE are ef 
caping-from the ſnare of the fowler.” 

S0 ſudden, ſo unexpetted, ſo alarming a tate of things 
has not exiſted ſince the deluge. Every mouth! proclaims, 
every eye logks its aſtoniſtunent. Wonders daily ſucceed 
wonders, and are beginning to be regarded as the ſtanding 
' courſe of things. As they are of ſo many kinds, exiſt in fo 
many places, and reſpect ſo many objects ; kinds, places and 
objects, all marked out in prophecy, exhibited |as parts of 
one cloſely united ſyſtem, and to be expected at the preſent 
time ; they ſhew that*chis affeting declaration is even now 
fulfilling, 1 in a4 ſurpriſmg manner, and that the! advent of 
Chriſt is at leaſt at our doors. Think how awful this pe- 
riod is. Think what convulſions, what calamities, are por- 
tended by that great Voice out of theternple of Heaven from 
the Throne.—* It is done !” by the voices and thunder- 
ings and lightnings, by the unprecedented ſhaking of the 
earth, the unexampled plague of hailſtones, the Heeing of 
the iſlands, the vaniſhing of the mountains, the rending 


aſunder of the Antichriſhan empire, the united aſcent of alb 


its {ins before God, whe falling ff the cities of the nations, 
the general emb: of mankind againſt their Maker, and 
their final overthrow, in ſuch immente —_— that © all 
the” fowls ſhall be filled with their fleth.”? 

« GOD is jealous, and the Lord reven eth z the Lord 
revenyeth and is furious z the Lord will rake vengeance on 
his adverſaries, he reſerveth wrath for his enemies. The 
Lord is flow to anger, and great in power, and will not . at 
all acquit the wicked. 
whirlwind, and in the ſtorm, and the clouds are the duſt of 
his-teet. © The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt ; 


e Lord bath his way im the . 
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and the earth is burnt at his preſence, yea the world, and {/ 
all that dwell therein. Who can ſtand before his indi p 
tion ? Who can abide in the fierceneſs of his anger ? | 
. In this ing conflict, amid(t this ſtupendous and im 
meaſurable ruin, how tranſporting the thought, that ſafe. 
ty and peace may be certainly found. O thou God of our 
fathers ! our own God ! and the God of our children ! en+ 
able us ſo.to watch, and keep our garments, in this ſolemn 


day, that our ſhame appear not, that both we and our 
poſterity may be entitled to the bleſſing which thou haſt 


promiſed. AMEN. 
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Since this diſcourſe was ſent ts the preſs, I have been informed, that the: 
Work of Profeffor Robiſon has given offence to the Free Maſons in the 
neighbourhood of Boſton. In conſequence of an apprebenfion, that the cha- 
raQter of their inftitution is attacked, or » ſore of the membe-s 
have undertaken to impeach his charaRer, and to treat the proofs, which he 
has produced, with conterapt and ridicule. A moment's refleftion would, I 
ſhould imagine, convince any man of information, that Profefſor Robiſc n's 
charaRer is incapable of being ſucceſsfully impeached. The doQrines of a- 
ny man ought always to be regarded as open to diſbelief, and free diſcuMſon ; 
but the general charaQter of this man ought not to be treated with contemyc 
by perſons, who do not in ſome good meaſure approximate to the ſame ta- 
lents, learning, and reſpeQability, Conterppt comes with an il! grace from 
thoſe, who are confefledly and greatly inferiour in their whole charaQter to 
thoſe whom they contemn ; and ridicule, powerful as it may be thought for 
a ſeaſon, never decided, and never will decide, a ſerious queſtion. [| 

I ſee not that thoſe Free Maſons, who hold their ancient charafter and in- 
ftitutions, are in the leaſt degreee implicated in any charge, brought forward 
by the Profeſſor. He is himſelf a Free Maſon of this deſcription, and proba. 
bly was not diſpoſed to injure either his own charaRer, or that of his friends, 
On my mind no imprefſion, diſadvantageons to the, ancient Free Maſonry, 
was made by readingthe book. 1 am well aſſured, that ſuch is the ſentiment. | 
of ſeveral very reſpeQtable Free Maſons in this country, and «am perſuaded; 
that it is the general ſentiment. But Iiluminatiſm exifts "in this country j | 
and the impious mockery of the Sacrameatal Supper, deſcribed by Mr. Robi- 
ſon, has been ated here. | 

If I miſtake not, all the Reviews, of England, the Britiſh Critic excepted, 
are dire ſapporters of Jacobiniſm and Socinianiſm. Four of them are cer- 
tainly of this charaQer. Of courſe their political and religious opinions will 
kave little weight with the great body of the people of this country. In the | 
mind of a perſon who reads them, and who obſerves the manner in which they | 
handle political and religious ſubjeQs, I ſhould believe they would have none. | 

Within a ſhort period of time the queſtion concerning Miamioatiſm will be | 
ſettled, When the Abbe Barruel's Memoirs of Jacobiniſm come to be ge- 
nerally read, all American controverſies on this ſubje@ will probably die of 
courſe. I am perſuaded, that the great body of Free Maſons in this coun- 
try are no more friendly to the deſigns of theſe Philoſophiſts than the reſt of 
their countrymen z and that they will, on the one hand, be pleaſed to ſee thera 
ſully expoſed, and, on the other, regret that they found, here, even the ſhq+ 
dow of | defenſe. | | 
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